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brought up in a Christian family, but I wasn’t sure 

‘ ’

I’d never really had a personal experien
God. I didn’t feel as though I knew 

–
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“God does speak 
”

r why God hadn’t ever 

“Often it takes a tragedy to humble us so that 

”
I retorted, “I’m not that kind of person I’m not 

” But when I reflect on it

My mother said, “I’m not going to force you to 

matter how far you think you’ve gone away from 
God, remember this one thing; if you’re in
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”

wouldn’t go back to church because I had n
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“You 

bow down to any graven image or idol.” 
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‘meaning to life ’ At times I considered myself an 
atheist and at other times a ‘free thinker ’ These 

but I didn’t have enough understanding of 

“ ”
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Tamarin Bay 
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After several weeks of surfing to my heart’s 
content on Tamarin’s very fast left

actually paid me to do this! I surfed Jeffrey’s Bay 
and Elands Bay and visited some of South Africa’s 
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was March 1982 and I’d been trave
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Your eyes saw my unfold body; 
 all the days ordained for me 

were written in your book 
before one of them came to be.

–

I turned to my friend Simon and asked, “Ar
– have you seen the storm?” I was afraid 
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“It’ll be okay, we’ll go about 

. You’ll be amazed how 
”

  Simon 
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o’clock at night. I got all my gear, jumped in 
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to be a squid’s bell

I’d never seen that type of jellyfish befor
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the only part of my body that wasn’t covered by a 

was, or where it was, but I couldn’t see what had 

Maybe something had bitten me, or I’d cut 
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thought, “I’ll just get a crayfish and then I’ll go back 
and ask the boy at the boat what it was.” I didn’t 

that I’d seen a few minutes ago. Two of them were 
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because I’d had two separate stings from these 

back to get it out of the water. I didn’t want it to be

I’d 

jellyfish. I thought, “If one of these hits my face, I 
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don’t think I’ll ever get back to the boat”. 

jellyfish were. He didn’t know because he wasn’t a 

the surface, and I exclaimed to him “I want to 
get out!” I put my head into the water to swim back 
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It was as though I’d burnt it on the ring element of 

“How many? How many times have you been 
stung?” 

I answered, “Fou ” 
He said, “Invisible? Was it transparent?” 
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I replied, “Yeah, it looks invisible.” Simon hung 

He said “One sting and you’re finished, just 
one!” He put his flashlight up to his face and I could 

“Well, what am I doing with four of them 
on my arm then?”

“You’ve got to get to the hospital ” 
“Aller, aller, vite.” 

“ ”

right arm was literally paralysed and I couldn’t lift 
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I thought, “What have I done to 
deserve this?” Then I got a flashback of my sin. I 
knew instantly what I’d done wrong. There were 

don’t get away with any

I said, “Come with me!” 
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But they replied, “No, it’s too heavy, get the 
” 

Wooden boat in Mauritius 
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I didn’t know or care what direction my blood 
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saying, “My brothers, I need to get them ”
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I said, “No, stay here and help me ” 

Riviere Noire, where the boat landed and Ian was left 
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3 When my spirit grows faint within me, 
It is you who watch over my way. 

In the path where I walk 
people have hidden a snare for me 

4 Look and see, 
There is no one at my right hand; 

No one cares for my life 
–

say “Ian, if you close your 
” I looked around expecting to see a 

and thought, “What am I doing? I can’t go to sleep 

may actually never wake up.”
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“
us?” 

“I haven’t got any money ”

money. I could have lied, but I didn’t, I just told the 

“You’re drunk, you’re crazy ” They turned 
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The petrol station where Ian begged for his life 

Then I heard a clear voice again say “Ian, are 
lling to beg for your life?” I sure was! And I 

long enough. I’d seen the black men cup their 

say, “Yes’m boss, yes’m marsta”
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if I didn’t get to I wasn’t going 
anywhere. If these guys didn’t have compassion 

over and picked me up. He didn’t speak

“
white man?” I replied that I didn’t live in a hotel 
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“How will I get my money?” he retorted. 
“ ’ll give you all the money I’ve 

got!” When your life
“I’ll give you any money you want if 

hospital. I’ll give you it all.” 
But he didn’t believe me.

“ ’ll drop you here; I’m not 
going to take you.” I pleaded with him to take 

“Get out!” he demanded. But I couldn’t get 

ught, “This world 
stinks. I’ve seen death, hatred, 

world we live in.” I lay there in utter hopelessness. 
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I thought, “What’s the point of even trying to get to 
your number’s up let it go, just die.”

through the First and Second World Wars. He’d 
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“What’s wrong with you? Are you drunk? Are you 
stoned? What’s wrong with you?” 
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Ian and Daniel outside the hotel in 1994 

couldn’t speak 

and blistered limb. I said, “I need to go to ‘Quart
Bonne’ hospital immediately, I’ve been stung by 
five jellyfish.” I even used some Chinese. They 
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“Oh 

take the Opium.” He thought I was on drugs 
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tried to hold me down. They couldn’t contain me; I 

was so mad I wanted to hit him, but I couldn’t 
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was so parched couldn’t get a sound out. Daniel 
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place. That’s it boys, that’s the ambulance! I wasn’t 
worried. I didn’t care what took me there.

idn’t even get out of the 

Daniel dropped me in on the stretcher. No, “How’s 

blanket? What’s wrong with you?” He was just the 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who is in heaven 
Holy be your name 

Your kingdom comes 
Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 

Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 

For yours is the kingdom 
The power and the glory 

Forever and Ever 
Amen 
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I was looking at this picture thinking, “Gee, he’s 
got white hair,” and it suddenly occurred to me 

wide open. I looked and thought, “I’ve heard about 
this, and I’ve even read about it. People say just 

”
My thoughts were racing. “I’m too young to die, 

stayed at home.” Now I knew I was confronted 

had spoken so long ago; “Ian, no matter how far 

112pp Text.indd   48112pp Text.indd   48 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



The Lord’s Prayer

A Glimpse of Eternity 

 41  

from God you are, no matter what you’ve done 

will hear you and he will forgive you.”
I was thinking, “Do I believe there 

is a God? Am I going to pray?” I’d almost become a 
devout atheist. I didn’t believe anybody. Yet, I was 

her, “
him now.” 
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Ian’s mother 

Now of course her prayers couldn’t save my 
soul, she couldn’t get me to heaven, but I knew at 

Only I didn’t 

thousands of them. Yet I didn’t see Buddha or 

. I hadn’t 
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What’s the prayer if you’re about to die?

the ‘Lord’s prayer’. 
“Our Father who is in heaven, holy be y

earth as it is in heaven...” –

pray it, but I couldn’t remember it. It was as 

saying that you don’t pray from your head, you 
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I prayed, “Forgive us our sins.” Then I went on
“God, I ask y
so many things wrong. I know they’re wrong, my 
conscience tells me they’re wrong. If you can 
forgive me all my sins, and I don’t know how you 

I’ve got no idea how you can forgive 
” And I 

again. “God forgive me ”

prayer. “Forgive those who have sinned against 
you.” I understood that that meant I had to forgive 

urt me. I thought, “Well I don’t 

I forgive them.”
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Then I heard this question, “Will you forgive 

wouldn’t take you to the 
hospital?” 

I thought, “You must be joking! I had other 
plans for them!” But no more of the prayer would 

I thought, “Okay, I’ll forgive them. If you can 

I’ll never lay a hand on them.”
The next part of the prayer came to me, “Your 

will be done.” I had done my own thing for the last 
years. I said, “God, I don’t even know what 

I know it’s 
I’ve got no idea what your will is. If I come through 
this, I will find out your will for my life and I’ll do 
it. I’ll make a point of following you 

”

112pp Text.indd   53112pp Text.indd   53 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



The Lord’s Prayer

A Glimpse of Eternity 

 46  

I didn’t understand it at the time, but 

“God forgive me for my 

Christ, I’ll do your will 
ou.” I had prayed a sinner’s prayer, a 

at peace about it. I’d made peace with my Maker. I 

im. I’d never heard 

have told me the Lord’s Prayer. 
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13 You can enter God’s Kingdom  
only through the narrow gate. 

The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide 
for the many who choose that way. 

14 But the gateway to life is very narrow, 
and the road is difficult, 

and only a few 
ever find it. 

–

I thought, “What kind of hospital is this?” It was 
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Ian outside the hospital in 1994 

problem was that my heart wasn’t beating strongly 
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your eyes shouldn’t be open. I was 

“What’s your name? 
Where do you live? How old are you?” He was a 

and he didn’t even look at me. I 

hair and I thought, “He’s been around for a 
t know how to help me.” 

112pp Text.indd   57112pp Text.indd   57 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



A Glimpse of Eternity 

 50  

up. I didn’t even bother looking at him 

looked up. I wasn’t sure if I had enough strength 

“
” He 

didn’t move. I didn’t take my eyes off 
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“I don’t know if 
but we’re going to try and 

save your life. Keep your eyes open… come on son, 
fight the poison. Try and keep awake, we’re 

dextrose in for dehydration”
“

” in his Oxford 

couldn’t feel 

“
doing?” But I didn’t care, just shove the needles in!
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“Another one?” The doctor nodded. 

She couldn’t get the anti

ng. I’d done 

was going on, but I couldn’t do anything about it. I 
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couldn’t communicate any more, I couldn’t say a 

’d been stung by was a 
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and I didn’t have it just on

didn’t return. I tried to speak but my lips would 

wouldn’t move. I flicked some out with my eyelids. 
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This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, 
but people loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil. 
–

But many… will be thrown into outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

–

was over. I knew I’d gone it wasn’t 
es and going to sleep, I knew I’d 

wasn’t floating away any more 

and yet I didn’t know I was dead.
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dream in someone else’s 

to find the light switch, and I couldn’t seem to find 

the wall lamp but I couldn’t find it. Then I realised I 
couldn’t find my bed. I was moving around but I 
wasn’t bumping into anything – I couldn’t get a fix 

couldn’t see my hand in front of my 
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a body, but I couldn’t touch it.

“Where on earth am I?” I thought. As I was 

horrifying cold dread come over me. Maybe you’ve 
walked down a lonely street at night, or you’ve 

you’ve felt 
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heard a voice screaming at me: “Shut up!” As I 

“You deserve to be here!” 

thought, “Where am I?” and a third voice shouted, 
“You’re in hell. Now shut up.” I was terrified –

get to do all the things there that you’re not 

frightening place I’ve ever been. The people there 
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wanted to do. They couldn’t do anything. And 
there’s no boasting. There’s nothing to talk about 

The people there couldn’t tell what time it was. 
They couldn’t tell whether they had been there ten 
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hy I’d gone there 
because I’d prayed just before I died, and asked 

“Why am I here, I’ve 
asked you for forgiveness, why am I here? I’ve 
turned my heart to you, why am I here?”
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For God, who said, 
“Let there be light in the darkness,” 

has made this light shine in our hearts so we could 
know the glory of God 

that is seen in the face of Jesus. 
–

–
tunnel. I didn’t want to look behind me in case I fell 
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–

though the light wasn’t just material in nature but 
was a ‘living light’ that transmitted an emotion. 

peace. I had looked for many years for ‘peace of 
mind’ but had only found fleeting moments of it. At 
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contentment in my life, and I’d never found it. Now 

I hadn’t been able to see my 

–
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My mind couldn’t even conceive where I was 
going, and my words couldn’t communicate what I 

Jesus died to rescue us from the place I’d just 
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veil so that the people wouldn’t be afraid. He 

through my heart; “

there actually be someone standing in there?” I 
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said, “Ian, do you wish to return?” I was shaken to 

speech. I then thought to myself “Return, return –
to where? Where am I?”

“Is this real? Am I actually standing here, me, Ian, 
standing in real life here, is this real?” 

Then the Lord spoke again. “Do you wish to 
return?” I replied “If I am out of my body I don’t 
know where I am, I wish to return.” 

om this person was “If you wish 
you must see in a new light.”
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The moment I heard the words “see in a new 
light,” something clicked. I remembered being 
given a Christmas card, which said, “Jesus is the 
light of the world”, and “God is light a

im.” I had meditated upon those 
words at that time. I’d just come from darkness, 

–
didn’t deserve to be here.
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May you experience the love of Christ, 
though it is so great you will  

never fully understand it. 
Then you will be filled with the fullness  

of the life and power that comes from God 
–

I thought, “If this is God then 
to see everything I’ve ever done in my life”

you can’t wear a mask before God. I felt ashamed 
and I thought, “They’ve made a 

shouldn’t be here. I’m not a very good person. I 

darkness where I belong.”
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staggered. I thought, “Perhaps God doesn’t know 
all the things I’ve done wrong,” so I proceeded to 

im about all the disgusting things I’d done 

e’d already forgiv

that when I’d asked for forgiveness in the 
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attached. I hadn’t felt loved for years. The last time 

when I was at home, but I’d gone out into the big 
’s not too much 

I’d seen things that I thought were love, but sex 
wasn’t love, it just burnt you up. Lust was like a 

God’s mercy is always extended before 
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couldn’t. So, I stepped throu

stepped into the light it was as if I’d come inside 
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light I’d already seen. It made the sun look yellow 

couldn’t make out the features of 

–
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I (Jesus) am the Door. 

Anyone who enters in through me will be saved; 
he will come in, he will go out, and will find pasture. 

The thief comes only in order that he may 
steal and may kill and may destroy. 

I came that they may have life,  
and have it in abundance. 
I am the Good Shepherd. 
The Good Shepherd lays  

down his life for the sheep. 
–
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“Ian, now that 
do you wish to return?” 

“

se.”
e didn’t move so I looked back one last 

time to say, “Goodbye cruel world I’m out of here!” 

–
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no idea that I’d made a deathbed prayer

“ , there’s only one person really I 

”
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ho also didn’t 

I responded, “I don’t love those people ” but 
replied, “I love them and I desire all of them to 
come to know me”

“
a new light.” I understood that I must 

–
“God, how do I return?” I asked, “Do I have to 

my body? How can I go back? I don’t even know 
how I got here.” 

“ tilt your head… now feel liquid 
drain from your eyes… now open your eyes and 
see”
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You have rescued me from death; 
you have kept my feet from slipping. 

So now I can walk in your presence, O God, 
in your life-giving light. 

–  

then the penny dropped; “He thinks I’m dead!” At 
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I wasn’t sure whether or not I 
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I didn’t wake 

couldn’t believe I was alive. He had followed my 

“ you had a pretty rough night aye?” this 

“Ye ” I replied. “I don’t really know 
what happened.” I didn’t want to say, “Actually –
died!” I was still coming to terms with all that had 
happened and didn’t want them to say, “Off to the 

– you’ve taken too much dope 
and it’s c !”

“This place smells like a latrine,” they said.  
“We’re getting you out of here. We’ll look after 
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you.” I resisted them –

Ian outside the hospital in 1994 

A taxi was waiting. Simon wouldn’t come in the 
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animal. I thought, “What on earth are they?” They 

heard a whisper, “You’re ours and we’re coming 
back.” 

“No you’re not!” I cried. I grabbed my flashlight 

I knew I’d seen them!
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down and convince myself I wasn’t going insane. 
I’d been through so much in the last 

I said, “God, what’s going on?”

everything I’d been through. It was as if 

“
me?” 

e replied, “Ian, remember the Lord’s prayer ”

couldn’t. Then up from my heart came all the 
words through to “deliver me from the evil one ”

God said, “Turn the lig Ian.” I gathered up 

a Jedi warrior from Star Wars! I began thinking, “If 
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I don’t turn my flashlight I’m going to have to 

on.” I turned the flashlight off. Nothing happened. 
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Be on guard. 
Stand true to what you believe. 

Be courageous. 
Be strong. 

–

what they were saying wasn’t what they were 

frightening for me because I didn’t know how to 
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they couldn’t get to me. They were intimidating 
but they couldn’t actually get to me.

and they couldn’t come in. But they were certainly 

they were in my room. I didn’t know what power 
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Lord’s Prayer and then I went back to sleep.

was a girl saying, “Ian, I want to talk to you, let me 
in.” 

never spoken perfect English. She said, “You are 

you somewhere.”
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and I couldn’t 
move it. Then out of my heart came the words, “In 
Jesus’ name – go!” She reeled backwards a

thought, “Whatever these creatures are, they are 
and they are using humans to do it!” 

latch. I heard the girl softly saying, “Ian, we want to 
talk to you. Come out.” I was pretending to be 
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This time she was louder, “Ian, come out.” Then 

window and she was angry now, “Ian, come out!”

my flashlight. “The best form of defence is attack ” I 

wielder’s eyes. There was that red tint again! I leapt 
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seen. He was shocked and couldn’t believe it. I 

112pp Text.indd   99112pp Text.indd   99 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



A Glimpse of Eternity 

 92  

Zealand, I asked the Lord, “What have I become?” I 
d my Walkman on with ‘Men at Work’ playing. 

and said, “Ian, you have become a reborn 
Christian.” I took off my Walkman and looked 
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be a Christian? It hadn’t yet occurred to me that 

was like walking into a time warp. I’d come home 

demons using the name of Jesus and the Lord’s 

down on my bed and said, “God – I’m sick of these 

What must I do to get rid of them?” 
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He said, “Read the ible.” 
I responded, “Next you’ll be 

church! I haven’t got a ible!” 
“Your father has a –

it.”

“In the beginning

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

separated the light from the darkness.”
I wept when I read this. I’d 

I’d
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time on my sister’s dairy farm 

Islands telling the people there about God’s love. 
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news of God’s unconditiona
is provision through Jesus’ death on the cross 

 Ian and his wife
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This is how much God loved the world: 
He gave his Son, his one and only Son. 

And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; 
By believing in him, 

Anyone can have a whole and lasting life. 
 

God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son 
merely to point an accusing finger, 
telling the world how bad it was. 

He came to help, 
to put the world right again. 

 
Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; 

Anyone who refuses to trust in him has long since 
been under the death penalty without knowing it. 

John 3 (The Message)

God’s love for us is overwhelmingly apparent. He 

– –

112pp Text.indd   106112pp Text.indd   106 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



A Glimpse of Eternity 

 99  

you will respond to God’s offer of life, it may be 







–
(you’ll find it by looking at the contents page at the 
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with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able 

dimensions of Christ’s love. Re

–
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IAN’S WEBSITE

BOX JELLYFISH

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

You can check out how Ian’s testimony lines up with 

• Death and judgement;

112pp Text.indd   109112pp Text.indd   109 18/06/2025   12:39 pm18/06/2025   12:39 pm



A Glimpse of Eternity 

 102  

• Jesus death for our sins;

• Jesus the glorified Son of God;

• Darkness and Light;

• Eternal life; 

• Heaven and hell;
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• The love of God; 

• Demons;

FURTHER BIBLICAL CORRELATIONS  

BY DR RICHARD KENT

found in John 19:30, ’Jesus said ’It is 
finished’ and bowing his head, he gave up his 
Spirit.’ There is no question that Jesus died, as 

“
the Spirit” Jesus then preached to those who had 
drowned in Noah’s fl
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“ aught up into the third heaven”

came back to life. Jesus was called to see Jairus’ 

55: ’They ridic

and called saying, ’Little girl arise’. Then her spirit 
returned, and she arose immediately.’ The clear 
teaching here is that when the little girl’s spirit returned 
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