THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

Matthew 16

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Unfruitfulness and Death shall be purified.

2 Kings 2 

19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the ground barren. 

20  And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him. 

21  And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land. 

22  So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake.

The importance of Salt
Colossians 4 

6  Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

Grace

Always speak gracefully.

John 1 

16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

This gift of grace is from Jesus

Grace upon grace.

We are to be the “salt” of the earth

Grace – gracious living, gracious people

Grace = favour. The favour of God is upon you.

James 4 

6  But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 

God gives grace to the humble.

2 Corinthians 12 

9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.

His grace is sufficient for you.

His power is perfected in weakness

Hebrews 4 

16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

God’s THRONE is grace.

God’s Character  is gracious and compassionate

Psalm 111 

4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion

Fruitfulness

Psalm 1 

1  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Yield fruit in its “season”

Whatever he does he prospers

Proverbs 11 

30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

Fruit of righteousness is tree of life

The wise wins souls

Know them by their fruit

John 4 

34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

36  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 

37  And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 

38  I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.
He who reaps a Harvest is gathering fruit for eternal life.

The sower and the reaper rejoice together.

Work

Ecclesiastes 5 

20  For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart.

Work = gladness of your heart

Proverbs 16

3  Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

Commit your works to the Lord.

Mark 16

18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 

20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

God will protect you. 

God will work with you.

John 6 

27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

Work for food that goes into eternal life.

Matthew 6 

19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

This world’s goods are spoiled by moth, rust or theft.

1 Corinthians 3 

12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
Your work will be tested by fire.

Riches

Proverbs 22 

1  A GOOD name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.

Better than great riches is a good name

Proverbs 22 

4  By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.

Humility – “fear of the Lord”

God’s Reward is riches, honour, and life.

Friend of Jesus; King of Kings

Proverbs 22 

11  He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend.

Jesus loves purity of heart.

Our speech is to be gracious and full of salt.

We are to be friends of the King of Kings.

Moses was humble and a friend of God.

Proverbs 20 

15  There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

Lips of knowledge are more precious.

Hidden Treasure

Treasure hunters look for sunken gold and bullion.

Proverbs 2 

1  My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 

2  So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

3  Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

4  If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

5  Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

The fear of the Lord and the knowledge of God.

Have ears to hear and treasure His commandments. 

This will cause your heart to understand, which will 

produce discernment and understanding.

Proverbs 8 

13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

14  Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 

15  By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

16  By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

17  I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 

18  Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 

19  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 

20  I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 

21  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 

22  The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 

23  I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

24  When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. 

25  Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 

26  While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 

27  When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth:
These are the facts about wisdom and understanding.

Don’t follow after riches; they will automatically come.

Matthew 6 

33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Solomon

He was the richest man in the world.


Proverbs 8 

10  Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.

1 Kings 3 

5  In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 

6  And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

7  And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 

8  And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 

9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 

10  And the speech pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 

11  And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 

12  Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 

13  And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

14  And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.

We are to ask God to give us an understanding heart.

